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| NEEST| NN HY 
An Advertiſement 


READER 


\He Diſcourle EI pre- 
{cnt was not as yeu 
may imagine, a De. 
ſign made for Pa- 
ſtime, or which I undertook 
meerly to ſatisfie the curioſity. of 
one of my Friends; beſides the 
care I took to content him, I1n- 
tended to free my ſelf from the 
Obligarion I had eoncratted with 
the Publick ; and I did beleeve 
that with one and the {ame thing 
A3 k 


To the Reader. 
E might pay a Debt, and make a 


Preſent.If you remember, Reader 
its long ſince I engaged my (elf 
to bring to light, The Art to know 
Men, whereot I have already 
publiſhed ſome Treatiſes; and 
as a Debtor that hath Credit, be- 
cauſe [ could not pay all in ready 
Coin, I endeavorby degrees to 
acquit my ſelf as it comes into my 
hands; its without doubt in the 
{ame bond with that of my great 
Debt, fince its part of choſe Pre- 
Iiminary Diſcourſes, which ſerve 
asan Introduction to the whole 
Science; forasitis compoſed of 
ſeveral Pieces, and that Metopo. 
ſeopy and Chiromancy are not the 


leaſt conſiderable; this work exa- 
mines 


To the Reader, 
mines the Principles thereof, and 
in my opinion demonſtrates by 
Solid Reaſons and Obſervations 
drawn from Phyſick ,thar they are 
far better eſtabliſhed then til this 
preſent moſt men have beleeved. 
Its very likely, that the ſearch of 
ſo hidden a thing, wherein Car- 
den, Appomenſis, Achillinus, Pa- 
tricius, and ſo many other great 

Men have laboured with 1o little 
| ſucceſs, may provoke you to the 
curioſity, to know how well [ 
may have ſucceeded herein ; nay 
I ought even to hope, that if [ 
donot altogether ſatisfie thee, the 
difficulty of the undertaking, and 
the courage I had to attempt it, 
vill cauſe me ſomewhat to de- 
ſerve 


To the Reader, 
ſerve thy.approbation, or at leaſt = 
excuſe ; nay, Imuſt require one | 
of them, if thou defireſt from me 
thoſe other Treatiſes which with 
this are to make their Entry and 
to be the Frontiſpiece to that Mi- 
| raculous Art which have promi- 
| fed; otherwiſethou wilt exempt 

me from the paines I ſhould take 
to finiſh them, and thy ſelf from 
the troubleto read them. 


h publick- ought not. to be deprived. of 
| zet 3. 
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Doctor in Phyſick, 
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Hen you follicited. me to 
ſet down in writing the 
entertainment which' we 
had together touchiirig 

FRY Chiromancy ; and that 
you endeavored to eto me;that the 


what you heard me ſpeak on that ſub 

frehnember my. ſelf of what :$9- 
crates his friends deſired of him, that 
he would give leave his picture mighc 


| 


| bedrajy6, atid the cotifuſion he was iti 
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2 A Diſcourſe on the 
after he had ſatisfied their deſire ; for 
before, thoſe defects which Nature had 
placed in his face, were ſcarce minded 
till chen, when preſently they began to 
finde them out, and after they were 
preſented on the cloth, they were even 
decided, The ſame without doubt will 
happen to me, when I ſhall commend 
to paper thoſe Diſcourſes , the recital 
whereof you aſſured me was ſo pleaſant 
unto you, They will no longer have 
the grace of novelty, which then they 
had, They will. not be accompanied 
with thoſe delights of walking, and 
converſation which rendred them grace- 
ful; and appearing now ro'the yes, 
whoſe judgment is far more fevete then 
that of .the ears, they will have no de- 
fect which will not, be remarkable, .and 
hich will not burthen me with ſhame 
and . regret for having obeyed you, 
What will then become of mie when I 
ſhall have other Judges beſides you,who 
are my friend, and who are cutious in 
thoſe kind of Sciences 7? and —_ 
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ſhallfnde amoneſt the publick all minds 
- preoccupied with the opinion that they 


are but vain knowledges, all whoſe pro- 
miſes and principles are but | imaginary 2 
Notwithſtanding al theſe - dangers 
wherein you. engage me, I ſhall aatisfie 
your defire, and remit thoſe things that 
I then told you for a divertiſement to 
a more {eriousExamen:For atter this ſe- 
cond trial which you are to make, if you 
judge them of good allay, I ſhall never 
doubt but that.they may andought tobe 
admittedintothe commerce of Jearnitig; 
And certaiuly, if there be any thing that 
is reaſonable ih thoſe conjectures which 
I have rhade, and if at leaſt they may but 
bring forth the ſuſpition of a Trith, 


, which hath hitherto been unknown, it 's 


fit to give the publick notice, were if 


but to provoke ſuch who labor iti ſearclt 
.of thoſe wonders, which God hath 
(hidden in man, to make a more ample 
- diſcovery of this, and to add hereunto 


their obſervations , who may perfe& 


what F have but begun, For how ow baſe 


” 
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and vile ſoever Chiromancy is, Philoſo- 
phy may finde ſubjects therein not un- 
worthy of her higheſt and nobleſt me- 
ditations ; She ci{dains not to deſcend 
to the more obſcure Arts to enlighten 
them,andlike the light of the Sun,which 
mixeth it ſelf with all impure things , 
without corrupting it ſelt, and draws 
from them vapours which it elevates, 
even to the higheſt Regions of the Air, 
ſhe abaſeth herſelf without blemithing 
her dignity to the loweſt effects of Na- 
ture and of Art, and draws from thence 
knowledges which ſhe may place in the 
rank of moſt ſublime ſpeculations, And 
without doubt although: I am none of 
thoſe by whom ſhe may bring topaſs ſuch 
great deſigns ; Yet I beleeve I have met 
with ſomthing which is not unworthy of 
her cares, and which ought not onely 
to content the curioſity of allthoſe who 
love Chiromancy, but which may alſo 
ſerve for the uſe of Phyſick , for if 1 
can but eſtabliſh this Principle, That 


every noble part bath a cert«in place in 
ihe 
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the hand that is affeted to it, and with 
which it hath a conciliation & «particular 
Simpathy, Belides that, this will be a 
great prejudication for the diſpoſition 
of the Planets, whici this Science hath 
collocated in; the tame places, and 
whereof it hath male the chit tounda- 
tion of all its rules, Stong preſuinpti- 
ons may be alſo drawn trom thence, to 
judge of the good or ill ditpolition of 
the principles of lite which may be 
known by the hand, and that among(t 
the other parts of the body there are, 
as there are in this, relations and Sim- 
pathies, which depend not on the di- 
ſtributions of the veſſels, nor from the 
ſtructure which they have, but from a 
ſecret conſent which ties and aſſociates 
them together ; which will be no ſmall 
ſecret for letting blood, and for apply- 
ing remedies to certain. places, as ſhall 
be (ajd hereafter, 


To the eſtabliſhment therefore of - 


this great Principle, Iſhall now imploy 
my ſelf, : For to. deſend to the particu- 
B 3 lar 
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lar Rules of this Science, and 40 giye 
thereaſons of them, as you have heard 
me on ſome of them ; beſides thar it 
were to offend the ſever; ity of Philoſo- 
phy, to amuſe ir about ſuch rhings 
which are for the moſt part falſe or un- 
certain, being nor verified by juſt Ob- 
ſeryations; ir were to much to flatter 
the blindeneſs of thoſe who afford them 
more faith then they deſerve, and even 
to abuſe the time which our imploy- 
ments require, 

Bur that you may not complain of 
chis fore-ſhortning, I ſhall add to thoſe 
Diſcourſes which I entertain you with 
all thoſe Reaſons which at firſt made 
me havea ſuſpition, that there was ſome 
truth in Chiromancy, and that it might 
have more aſſured grounds then many 
have imagined ; And I doubt not bur 
chey will produce the ſame effe& in the 
mindes of ſuch who will conſider them, 
without preoccupation, fince thoſe very 
things which ought to render them 

falpedted, and give a repulſe to "who 
who 
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who would imploy themſelves therein, 
are thoſe which may authorize it, and 
breed a deſire in them to have the 
knowledge thereof. 

In effec, as the firſt and principal 
Foundation of Chiromancy is' the di{- 
poſition of the Planets , which it hath 
diverſly placed in the Hand , for it hath 
placed Fupiter on the fore-finger, called 
the Index, Saturze on the next, the Sun 
on the third, Mercury on the fourth, Ye- 
ww ON the thumb, and the Moon on its 
inferiour part, This foundation I fay 
which overthrows the natural order of 
the Planets, and which conſequently ra- 
ther ſeems to bethe Capritio of the firſt 
Inventors of this Science, then any rea- 
ſon they had to rank them fo,is far from 
rendring it (uſpected of falſehood; from 
thence I conceive it rather one of thoſe 
things which affords us the firſt ſuſpiti- 
ons of the truth thereof, For the Hu- 
mane Soul, which is ſo great a lover of 
proportion, and which never fails to 


adorn and enrich her imaginations, 
B 4. where 
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whereſoever ſhe can infinuate it, cannot 
have forgotten it here without cauſe, 
and that ſhe hath been forc'd by the truth 
of experiences which have been made, 
to change the order of the Planets, 
which it hath © exactly preſerved in 
Metapoſcopy, and in a thouſand other 
occaſions, where it had the liberty of 
application : And without doubt, were 
it a pure imagination, it would have 
been more eafte, and more reaſonable to 
have placed Saturne on the fore-finger, 
Fnupiter on the ſecond, the Sw on the 
fourth, and ſo to have followed that 
order which the Stars obſerve among 
themſelyes, then ſo to tranſpoſe them as 
they have, Now if they were to have 
been changed,it ſeems it would have been 
more fit tohaye made the greateſt finger 
govern by the greateſt Star, or to 
have aſſigned it that which was moſt 
moveable, rather then the third, which 
15 leaſt active. 

So that there is 4 great probability, 
that ſo extraorginary a diſpoſition of the 

0 Planets 
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Planets is not the work of their*fan- 
cies who firſt found 'out this Science, 
bur of that neceſſity which they. had to 
follow the reaſons an4 experiences 
which marked out this truth, 

But the obſervation which Ariſtotle 
reports in his Hiſtory of Animals, en- 
creaſeth this firſt ſaſpition, For in 
that incomparable work , wherein we 
may ſay Nature hath dilcovered and 
explicated her felt, He aſſure us, 
that there are lines in the hand, which 
according as they are long or ſhort, re- 
mark the length or thortneſ(s of life. 
And as this is one of the firſt of the 
rules of Chiromancy, its to be beleeved 
that he was not ignoranc of it, and that 
that admirable man would not introduce 
into a Hiſtory, which was to be one of 
the faireſt Pictures of Nature, any thing 
that was doubtful of the Truth whereof 
he was not well afſured, Thar if it be 
certain , -as experience hath fince con- 
firmed it, there is no reaſonable perſon 
who will not judge but the hand ought 
to 
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to , A Diſcourſe on the 
tohave a ſtronger connexion with the 
principles of lite then all the reſt of the 
exterior parts whereon theſe marks are 
not to be found, Thar theſe mark are 
the effefts whereby the good or ill diſ- 
poſition of thoſe principles from whence 
they proceed, onght to be made known, 
And finally, that in this part there are 
wonders which hitherto are not well 
known ; and that if we could finde out 
the knowledge of them, we might per- 
haps diſcover that which Chiromancy 
boaſts of. 

To conclude, He that would bur 
mind that thoſe lines which are in the 
hand, areinal! men different : That in 
one perſon they change from time to 
time, and that all this diverfity can pro- 
ceed from no other internal or external 
cauſe which is known to us; he muſt 
be conſtrained to confeſs, that all theſe 
characters are the effects of ſome ſecret 
influence which imprints them on that 
part ; and that Nature doing nothing 
m vain, they are for particular uſe, and 
at 
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at leaſt mark the alteration which is in 


thoſe principles which produce them, 


For to refer thoſe impreſſions to the ar-: 
riculation or motion of the Hand, as 
ſome have, is what cannot be maintain- 
ed; ſeeing articulations are equal to 
all men, who nevertheleſs have all une- 
qual Lines, That there are many where 
no articulation is , as 1n the ſpace which 
is betwixt the joynts of the Finger ; 
that Children new born, and who all 
ſhut their hand after one manner, with- 
out almoſt making any motion, yet 
have many Lines which are different in 
every of them, That thoſe who exer- 
ciſe the ſame Art, and conſequently 
ought near upon to make the like mori- 
ons, yet have them as different as if 
they were of a contrary. profeſſion: That 
inthe ſame perſon they change,although 
there be no change in his manner of 
living. And that laſtly in the Fore- 
heac, where there is no articulation, 
and that all men move it after one man- 
ner, there are the like Lines which have 


the 
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the ſame diverſity as thoſe of the Hand, 
We may further add to theſe confide- 


rations, - the antiquity of Chiromancy, 
which muſt have been in uſe before A- 


riſtotle, ſince what he ſpeaks of the' 


Lines of the Hands is one of its Ob- 
{ervations and Rules the exerciſe 


which it hath given to ſo many learned 
men, who have employed themfelves. 
therein, and have even honored it with 


their Writings and thoſe wonderful 
judgments which have been made ac- 
cording to its maxims, For in what 
riſeth even to aſtoniſhment ,. that of 
Forty five perſons whom Cocles there- 
by had torſeen ſhould die by a violent 
death , Cardan obſerves that in his time 
there were but two which were yet 
alive, to whom this miſchance happen- 
e. - 

But freely to ſpeak the Truth here- 
of, theſe are as we have already ob- 
ſerved bur light {uſpitions, -which con- 
clude not the certainty of this Science, 
For as concerning the order of the Pla- 
nets 
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nets which it hath inverted, that makes 
us preſume it did it not without reaſon 
But the queſtion ſtill remain undeci- 
ded, to wit, whether it be true, That 
thoſe ſtars have any power on the Hand? 
and whether every one hath his particu- 
lar place which is affected with it « The 
Authority of Ariſtotle may alſo be con- 
teſted ; And all that diverſity of Lines 
mayalſo have other cauſes, and be of 
other uſes then: what Chiromancy 
gives them, Moreover how antient 
{oever it be, there have been old er- 
rors which have abuſed all the paſſa- 
ges; and although it hath”-been culti- 
- vated by great ſpirits in all times, there 
have been ſome who have amuſed them- 
ſelves on curioſities, as vain as this may 
be, Finallyall thoſe witneſſes and ex- 
amples which are paoduced in its de- 
tence, ought not to have more weight 
then thoſe of Geomancy, Oenomancy, 
and other ſuch like Divinations may 
boaſt of, which are all imaginary and 
luperſticious, and yet want neither their 
pro- 
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exact obſervations which may 
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profeſſors, nor ſucceſs in thoſe jidg- 


ments which they make, 


- On the other fide all theſe latter rea- 
ſons do not altogether condemn it, and 


effe&t nothing againſt it bur that they 
retider it doubtful, leaving the mind in 
uncertainty of what jt ought to be- 
Jeeve, and deſirous to clear it ſelf there- 
= | 

Now the onely means to attain this, 
is to examine the principles, and to fee- 
by what reaſons it may be maintained, 


For if there are any which are certain, 


and well eſtabliſhed, there in 'my opi- 
nion can be no man that hath reaſon; 
joyning the former ſuſpitions with the 


"Truth of theſe principles, but muſt 


confeſs, that if the Science which is 
built thereupon 1s not yet aſcertained, 
it may become ſo by: thoſe _ arid 
e added 
thereunto , and if it cannot promiſe all 
what Aſtrology caiiſeth ir to hope for 
from the Stars which it hath placed in 
the hands, yet atleaſt it may judge, o 
the * 
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the good or ill diſpoſition of theinward 
parts which Sympathize with it and 
thereby make great diſcoveries for the 
preſervation of health, and for the cure 
of diſeaſes. For were it reſtrained wirh- 
in thoſe limits, and that ſhe could br 
of nothing elſe, it would ſtill be a ver 
conſiderable Science, which from the 
excellency of its knowledge, and from 
the profit it might advance, were wor- 
thy of the curioſity of the moſt ſevere 
Philoſophers, and of all thoſe who.ap- 
ply themſelves to the ſearch of Nateres 
wonders, 

Theſe were the conſiderations which 
I had before I came to the Examen of 
that Principle, which I before ſpoke of, 
which'to.ſpeak the truth is the principal 
foundation -whereon the diſpoſition of 
the Planets on the ſeveral parts of the 
band js upheld, and almoſt the onely 
Source whence all 'the judgements 


which Chiromancy can promiſe are 
deduced, 


Tit 
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The Method which 1 have” 
obſerved, is to ſhew ; 


- I, Hat there are ſome Situations 
more noble then others, 

2, That the moſt noble ſitnations are 
deſtined for the moſt excellent parts, and 
that the exceflency ef the parts is drawn 
from the profit they bring. _- 

3. What profit the hands afford, 

4. That the right hand & more noble 
then the left, 

5. That Motion begint on the right 
(tae, 
6. That the hands have a greater ſhare 
of natural heat, | 

7, That the hands have moſt commn- 
nication with the noble parts, 

8, That the noble parts diſpexce ſecret 
wertnes tothe hands. 

9. That Nature confounds net the 
vertues : and conſequently, 

Io, That the vertnes of the parts are 


#88 receivedin the ſame places of the hend. 


© #1 That 


- 


the fore-finger, 

12, That the Heart ſympathiFeth with 
the third finger, : 

13, That the Splcen ſympathiJeth with 
the middle-finger, 

14, That aff the inward parts ſympa- 
| th:ze with the other parts of the hand. 

15, That the face is an abridgement 

of all the outward : arts, 


one another ;. An 
17, That the diſtribution of the veins 
which Hippocrates made to- diſcern this 
ſympathy, was neither anderſtood by Ari- 
ſtotle nor by Galen, 
18, Whexce that due obſervation of 
Nature in her evacuations, 
19. That he Stars rule in the ſeveral 
parts of the hand, | 
20, That the Stars govern the inward 
parts. 
21, That . the Moon governs the 
brain, T 
22, That the Sun governs the heart, 
id 2 + - ug 23, That 
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'1 | $ That the Liver ſympathiFeth with 


16, That all the parts ſympathiFe with 


—_— 


15 A Diſcourſe on the 
| 23, Thatthe reſt of the Planets go- 
vern the other inferiour parts, 

24, That the Principles eſtabliſhed 
do wery much regulate many doubtfull 
things in C-iromancy. 


Article 1. 


O give a ſolid beginning to this 

Enquiry, we muſt obſerve, that 
there are three orders of Situation , in 
which all the parts of Animals, except- 
ing the Heart, are found to be placed, 
Above, Below, the Right and Lett fide, 
Before and Behinde : But they are equal 
neither originally, nor in dignity, and 
there is a - nar ko of perfe&zon, not 
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onely amongſt them, but even alſo. in 
thoſe terms and differences whereof 
they are compoſed : For the Fore and ; 
Hinder-part are more Noble then the | 
Right or the Left ſide, and they then 
the Upper or Lower ; but yet the Fore- 
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part is more Noble then the Hinder, 
the Right then the Lefr, and the Upper 
then Lower, 

The Reaſon of his diverſity firſt 
comes from that their three orders of 
Poſition anſwer to thoſe three dimenſi- 
ons which are to be found in all natural 
bodies, length, breadth and depth, as 
they anſwer to the three Species of 
quantity which are in all Mathematical 
bodies, the Line, the Surface, and the 
Solid, For the Line deſigns the Length, 
the Length produceth Highand Low 3 
from the Surface comes the Breadth, 
and from that Right and Lett ; and the. 
Solid produceth depth,as from the depth 
comes the Fore and Hinder-parts, Now 
the Line is by natare firſt, and more 
ſimple then the Surface, and this-then 
the Solid ; Length alſo naturally pre- 
cedes Breadth, and this is before the 
Depth ; and in purſuit, this order of 


; Situation of high and low is more f{1m- 


ple, and before that of Right and Lefr, 
as that is inreſpe& of Before and Be- 
CG 2 hinde ; 
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hinde ; So that Nature making always 
its progreſs from things which are leſs 
perfe& to thoſe which are more ſo, it 
follows, not onely that the Line and 
Length are leſs perfe&t then the Solid 
and the Depth ; But alſo that the ſame 
diverſity is to be found in the order of 


Situation, which anſwers every one of 
them ; and that conſequently, the Fore 


and the Hinder-part are more noble, 


that of the Right and Lett is (o after ir, 
and that of Upper-moſt and Lower- 
moſt is leſs, ſo as the firſt and moſt ſfim- 
ple of all, 

In effet, we ſee that all things have 
been diſtributed to bodies according to 
the excellency which they ought to 
have: For thoſe which live firſt grow 
in length, and pertecting themſelves, 
they acquire largeneſs and profundity, 
Plants indeed have Hight and Low- 
neſs , but are deprived of Right and 


Left, of Before and Behinde, Anj- * 


mals onely poſſeſs theſe difterences, al- 
though ſome have them not all, it be- 


ing 
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ing onely reſerved for thoſe whoſe parts 
are better diſtinguiſhed, and whoſe mo- 
tion is more regular, 

Yet this ſignifies not, but that all 
theſe kindes of Situation may be in 
bodies purely natural, but they are un- 
certain, and ſtrangers having no inter- 
nal principle which fixeth and deter- 
mines them, and its onely in relation to 
things animated, that they are to be ob- 
ſerved therein ; tor what is the upper 
or fore-part of a pillar, may be the Baſts 
and hinder-part,and that which is on the 
right, without ever changing place, 
may be placed on the left, But it 1s not 
ſo with living and animate things, in 
which all the differences of fituation 
which their parts have are invartable, 
being fixed and determinate by the ver- 
tues and operations of the Soul: And 
thus _—_ concerning the kindes 
of ſituation compared amongſt them- 
ſelves, 

Bur he that ſhould conſider the terms 


| and differences of which they are all 
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compoſed, will alwayes finde, that there 
is one which is more noble then the reſt; 
becauſe its the Principle, and the Princi- 
ple is more excellent then what depends 
on it; for the Upper is principle of the 
Lower, the Right of the Left, as the 
Fore is of the Hinder-part, In effect, the 
beginning is a kinde of principle, and 
the beginnings of the three principal 
operations of the Soul are made in 
tacſe three different ſituations; tor Nu- 
trition begins from Above, Motion 
from the Right, and Senſe from be- 
fore, And of a truth, the Mouth 
which ts the firſt door of thole ali- 
ments, whence they are afterwards di- 
{tributed through the whole body, is 
the Upper-part of all creatures, as the 
Root 1s that of Plants, whence it is that 
the Latin Tongue calls thoſe Roots 
which are deep,high; And it hath been 
{a1d, that Man was a Tree reverſed, not 
becauſe his hairs are upmoſt, which 
have ſomereſemblance with Moſs, and 

r downwards, 
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But becauſe that his Mouth is direc- 
ly oppoſite to that of Trees for it is 
without doubt , that the Root is the 
Mouth of Plants, fince they thereby 
take their nouriſhment, and that trom 
thence its carried to all its other parts. 
Sence alſo begins Before ; for beſides 
the Sence of touching, whoſe right it is 
to be diſperſed over all the parts of an 
Animal, all the reſt of the Sences are 
placed Before ; becauſe the Sences are 
to conduct and regulate Motion, which 
is ever made forward, and which com- 
menceth on the right ſide, as we ſhall 
ſhew hereafter ; whence it follows, the 
Upper, Right and Fore-fide are the 
Principles of the reſt, and conſequent- 
ly more noble then they. 


Article 11, 


Ow Nature alwayes holds this 
Maxime, that it placeth the moſt 
excellent things in thoſe places which 


are moſt noble, as may be ſeen in thar 
C 4 order 


* — - _— 4 RG CA Bo 


24 A Diſcourſe on the 
order wherein ſhe hath diſpoſed all the 
principal parts of the Univerſe; & there- 
fore it muſt needs be, that in Man, who 
1s the Epitomy and Abridgement of the 
World, the parts muſt alſo havea rank 


conformable to their dignity ; And we 


may ſay, not onely that the moſt exce]- 
lent have the moſt noble ſituation, but 
alſo that thoſe which have the moſt 
noble ſituation, are the moſt excellent, 
For from. thence it follows, that the 
Hands, whichare the higheſt, are more 
excellent then the Feet, which are the 
loweſt ; and that Hand which is on the 
right ſide, then that on the left, But as 
the excellency of the parts is drawn 
from the profit which they afford the 
Creature, we muſt enquire according 
to the Deſign which we have under- 
taken, to what uſe the hands are, where- 
in they are of more uſe then the Feer, 
and what uſe there is made of the right 
more then of lett, 


Articie III, 
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Article Ul. 


Irſt, its certain that all Creatures 

which are compoſed of blood, and 
which for that reaſon are called perfect, 
have been provided with ſome organs to 
femove themſelves from place to place, 
which anſwer thoſe four firſt differences 
of ſituation which we obſerved, to wit, 
upwards and downwards to the right 
and left ; For theſe were no inſtruments 
which anſwer the two latter, to wit, 
Before and Behinde, there being no 
beaſt which naturally moves backward, 
and the reſt of the Organs are ſufficient 
to ſatisfie that motion which is made 
forwards, as experience witneſleth, 
This rruth appears in all kinds of per- 
fe Animals, fince moſt part of thoſe 
which are Terreſtial are four-footed , 
Birds have two, with two wings ; Fiſhes 
have four to {mim withal, and Serpents 
make four ſeveral plights as they crawle, 


And all theſe parts are ſo neceſlary unto 


them 


az 
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them for that progreſſive motion which | 


is natural unto them, that if they want- 
ed any one of them they could not per- 
form 1t without pain; for Birds can- 
not well flye when their legs are broken, 
nor Fiſhes ſmim when they have loſt a 
fin,norSerpents creep,if you cut off thoſe 
parts of their bodies which make the 
laſt plights of their motions, Whence we 
muſt conclude, that the Hands which are 
in the rank of thoſe tour inſtruments, 
which are deſtined for progreſſive moti- 
on, ſerve to that of Man, and were he 
deprived of them, he could never per- 
form this motion with ſo much facility, 
Indeed a Man cannot run without a great 
deal of trouble when his Hands are 
tied ; we ſhut and clinch our fiſts when 
we would jump, and in our ordinary 
walk , the arm alwayes retires back 
when the foot of the ſame fide advan- 
ceth; whereto may be added, that in 
Infancy they ſerve the feet, that when we 
tall we cannot riſe up our ſelves without 
them, or if we muſt riſe or defend _e 
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cult places, they are no leſs uſefull then 
our feet ; which are evident ſigns that 
theſe parts contribute to the progreſſive 
motion of Man, 

But as Nature isa great Houſe-wife 
of thoſe things which ſhe makes, and 
that ſhe gets all the ſervices ſhe can from 
them, ſhe contents her {elt not with 
this employment which ſhe gives the 
Hands ; ſhe hath alfo deſtined them to 
ſo many other purpoſes, that its almoſt 
impoſſible to reckon or remark them ; 
ſo that we/ have been conſtrained to 
bring then in parallel with the under- 
handing, and to fay, that as that was 
the form of forms, having them all in 
its power z the Hands alſo were the in- 
ſtrument of inſtruments, having alone 
the vertues of all the reſt , for its by 
them that man takes and keeps thoſe 
things which are neceſlary and pleaſant ; 
its by them that he defends himſelf, and 
overcomes thoſe which are hurtfull or 
miſchievous ; 

To conclude, they are the principle 
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workers of all Arts, and the general 
inſtruments which the minde uſeth to 
bring forth its faſhion, and moſt profita- 
ble inventions ; and without doubt, they 
give Man fo great an advantage above 
all other Creatures, that if we cannot 
ſay as that ancient Philoſopher did, that 
he is wiſe, becauſe he hath hands, yet 
may we aſſure it, that he appears wiſe, 
becauſe he hath hands: And now we 
need not wonder that they have been - 
placed in the higheſt place, as being 
the moſt honorable place; and that Na- 
ture hath brought them as neer as ſhe 
could to the ſeat of Reaſon and of the 
Sences, with which they have ſo much 
cotnmeice, and fo great a tye, 


Article TV. 


RE although ſhe hath placed them 
A in the ſame rank, in that reſpect, 
yet are they not therefore of the ſame 
conſideration, She treats the Right as 


the elder, and the firſt in dignity : 
For 


a 
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For if the moſt ative are the moſt ex- 
. cellent, and moſt conſiderable things, 
the Right Hand being ſtronger, and 
more agile then the Left, muſt alfo 
be more excellent : Now it hath more 
ſtrength and agility, becauſe it hath 
more heat, which 1s the Source of thoſe 
qualities ; and it hath more heat, [ Ari- 
fotle 3. de part, not onely becauſe it 
is of the ſame fide with the right Ven- 
tricle of the heart where the blood is 
hotteſt and moſt boiling, not onely be- 
cauſe the Liver, which is the Source of 
blood, is neerer unto it, not onely be- 
cauſe the veins of all the right parts are 
more full according to Hippocrates, but 
alſo becauſe it is placed on the Righe 
ſide, where Motion ought alwayes to 
begin, 

For as the Spirits are the principal 
Organs of all the Actions of i body, 
and that Nature ſend them more abun- 
dantly,where they ought to be ſtrongeſt, 
and moſt painfull ; we need not doubr 
but motion being to begin on the right 
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ſide, and all thoſe preparatives which 
are neceſſary for it, and the principal 
effect it requires, being to be done in 
that place ; there muſt needs be a grea- 
ter quantity of ſpirits lowing thither, 
which heat and fortifie it by the heat it 
carrieth along with it, and by thoſe ſe- 
cret influences of thoſe principles of 
life which ſhe communicates unto it 
whence it comes that the parts them- 
ſelves which ſerve nothing at all to mo- 
tion, and are on that fide, reſent that 
force and that vigor which was deſtined 
for that onely action ; for theright eye 
is ſtronger, and more exact then = 
left; and the rec&itude of the ſight 
which is made by both together, d&- 
pends abſolutely trom it ; all thoſe Or- 
gans which ferve for generation, and 
are on that ſide, form males, and 
thoſe on the left females, and ſpeaking 
enerally, fickneſs moſt commonly aſ- 
aulrs the left parts, as thoſe which Funk 
leaſt heat,and conſequently are weakeſt, 


Article Y, 
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Article Y. 


Ow that Motion naturally begins 

on the right ſide, is a truth which 
connot be conteſted, if we confider 
what is done 1n all Animals, for the 
four-footed begin to go with the right 
foot forwards ; others which have but 
two alwayes lift up the right firſt , a 
man can better bear a burthen on his 
left then on the right ſhoulder, becauſe 
the principle of motion muſt be free and 
undiſturbed : And Painters never for- 
vet in the poſture they place their Fi- 
ures in, to make them keep their left 
jan foremoſt, as commonly we do 
when we ſtand upright ; foraſmuch as it 
is that poſture which brings the body 
to a condition to move when it would 
march, There are even Creature to be 
found, who by reaſon of their figure, 
could not have thoſe differences of 
Right and Left, as Purple-ſhel fiſh, and 
\ allthe reſt whoſe ſhels are in form of 2 
1-27 | Snails, 
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Snails, yet are they not deprived of 
Right,” becauſe. when they ought to 
move, they muſt neceſlarily have the 
principle of motion, 

All theſe truths being thus therefore 
eſtabliſhed, to wit, that there are places 
and parts in the body, which are more 
and leſs noble , that the moſt noble are 
deſtined there to place the moſt excel- 
lent parts; that the excellency of the 
parts is deduced from the profit they 
afford, and that conſequently the hands, 
who for ſeveral fervices which they ren- 
der, are placed on high, as in the moſt 
noble _ ought to be more excellent 


then the Feet : | 
It remains now that we ſhould ſhew 


that they receive a moſt conſiderable 
aſſiſtance from the principles of lifes 
and that all the noble parts communi- 
cate unto them ſome greater vertue then 


to any other whatſoever, 


Article VI, 
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Article YI, 


T O which purpoſe we muſt firſt ob- 
ſerve, that Nature hath more care 
of thoſe parts which are the moſt excel- 
lent; that ſhe commonly forms them 
firſt, and that ſhe uſeth more art in 
making them , and more foreſight in 
preſerving them, then ſhe doth in the 
reſt, This appears in the order ſhe 
keeps at their firſt conformation, For 
after the Heart and the Brain, which 
ſhe firſt rudely forms, the eyes which 
without doubt are the moſt delicate and 
the moſt noble Organs,appear before all 
the reſt of the parts, even before there 
is any {1gn of the Liver,Spleen or Reins, 
The Mouth ia all Creatures is alſo one 
of the firſt tormed after the eyes; the 
Organs of the progreſſive Motion are 
afterwards ſeen, and then we obſerve 
the Liver, the Spleen, and the reſt of 
the bowels, as the laſt and moſt exact 
obſervations on Anatomy witneſs ; Be- 
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ſides, we ſee that the higher parts are 
ſooner finiſhed , and that in Children 
they are greater ana ſtronger then the 
lower ; whence it is that they have all 
the ſame proportion which is in the ſta- 
ture of Dwarfs, and hat they cannot go, 
by reaſon their legs are too ſhort and 
to0 weak, 

Now 1ts certain, that all the care 
which Nature takes, either in forming 
them firſt, or in advancing their per- 
tection, depends from the natural hear 
which the communicates in greater a- 
bundance;for it is the general inſtrument 
of all her-ations, and the true ſubject 
wherein all her faculties recide; So that 
if there are parts which are firſt tormed, 
it muſt needs be that the firſt portion of 
this heat which is alwayes moſt pure, 
and of moſt efficacy in irs Scource, muſt 
have been diſpenced unto them ; and if 
they perfect themſelves betore the reſt, 
it muſt be by a particular application of 
this quality, which a&s therein more 
itrongly then in any other part, and 
by which 
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which for that cauſe is continually ſup- 
ply ed by the influence of the Spirits 
which augment and fortifie it: whence 
it follows, that the hands, which are 
tormed before ſo many parts, and which 
are ſooner found pertect and complear 
then Lhe teet, have alſo had a more ad- 
vantageous ſhare of natural hear, and 
a more ample diſtribution of rhe Spirits 
then they have had, = 


Article Y1I. 


Ur if we will conſider theſe parts 
ina more perfect condition, and ina 
time when they are able to perform the 
principal functions which they are de- 
ſtined unto; its certain, that the Hearr, 
the Liver, andthe Brain do communt- 
cate them ſome greater vertue then they 
do to the reſt of the parts; for beſides, 
the actions of a natural and ſenſitive 
life which they have in common with 
them, progreſſive motion 1s particular- 
ly reſerved unto them, So that toper- 
D 2 xa 
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form this a&ion, wherein is more pains, 
and whereto more ſtrength is requi- 
red, they need have a greater help, and 
aAtronger influence trom thoſe principal 
Members, then is neceſlary for the reſt 
of the actions of life, So they muſt 
have more blood, more hear, and more 
ſpirits; moreblood to render their con- 
fiſtence more firm, more natural heat to 
inſpire more ſtrength in them, and more 
animal ſpirits to give them beyond 
Sence the motive faculty : for without 
thoſe conditions, thoſe Organs were 
uſeleſs, and no motions could be made, 
In a word, fince the inſtruments are no 
inſtraments but by the vertue which 
they draw trom the cauſe which imploys 
them ; it muſt needs be that thoſe parts 
whichareinſtruments of motion, muſt re- 
ceive alſo from the principles of motion 
that vertue which make them act,& con- 
ſequently, they muſt have this vertue 
more then thereſt;they have moreſpirits 
to afford in them, they have therefore 
alſo more communication with thoſe 
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noble parts, which are the Sources of 
the ſpirits and of this vertue, 

This reaſon is indeed common to the 
hands and feet in reſpect of the other 
parts; but if we add hereunto the ad- 
vantage which the higher fituation hath 
above the lower, the excellency of rhe 
parts there placed, and thoſe particular 
cares which Nature takes of them, as 
we have ſhown, it will make it apparent, 
that in this diſtribution of ſpirits and of 
vertue, the hands have had the greater 
ſhare, and conſequently, that they have 
more communication with the noble 
parts then the feet,or any other member 
whatſoever, 


Article VII. 
Ut beſides this communication 
which they have with them, by 
means of the veins, arteries, and nerves, 
there are others more ſecret, which 
have more obſcure wayes and paſlages, 
and yet more clearly diſcover the truth 


which we ſeek ; for if it be true 
D 3 that 
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that the lines in the hand obſerve the 
length and the ſhortneſs of life, accor- 
ding as they are long and ſhort, as Ari- 
fotle and experience teach us; There 
muſt not onely be a greater relation, and 
a ſtronger rye of the principles of life 
with it, then there is with all the reſt 
of the parts, where theſe marks are 
not to be found ; but its alſo nece(- 
ſary, that the noble parts , which are 
the Sources wherein theſe principles of 
life are ſhut up, ſhould communicate un- 
to it ſome ſecret influence, which can 
haveno relation to thoſe common and 
manifeſt vertues, which it receives from 
them ; ſince the blood nor the ſpirits, 
the heat nor motion which they diſtri- 
bute unto it, ſerves not at all to render 
thoſe lines long or ſhort, or to mark the 


length or ſhortneſs of lite, 


Article TX. 
y jor ſecret Sympathy which is be- 
twixt the hand and the noble parts 
being then preſuppoſed. until we can 
more 
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more fully prove it by more juſt and 
particular obſervations, we muſt eſta- 
bliſh ir for a certain principle, that Na- 
ture never confounds the vertues, prin- 
cipally thoſe whichare formal and ſpeci- 
fick, which have never (o little oppoſt- 
tion amongſt themſelves, and that ſhe 
ever as much as the can ſeparates them : 
for without producing the maximes of 
Aſtrology, which hath divided Heaven 
into ſo many Planets and Stars, into {0 
many Signs and Houſes different in ver- 
rue, there isno order of things in the 
Univerſe wherein this truth is not ac- 
knowledged, Amongſt perfe&t Ani- 
mals, the qualities which are neceſlary 
to generation have been divided into 
two Sexes ;z in every of them the facul- 
ties which govern life have every one 
their particular ſeat ; and all the Sences 
have their proper Organs , and their 
functions ſeparated, Examine Plants, 
Minerals and Stones, and you ſhall finde 
the ſame diſtinction, and without trou- 
bling our ſelves to ſever them, as we 
D 4 might : 
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might : It will be ſufficient to obſerve 
in the Load-ſtone, where it is ſo ſenfi- 
ble, that without blin:ineſs of ſtupidity 
we need not doubt of it; tor ina Ho- 
mogene body whoſe compoſition 1s 
every way equal, and wherein it ſeems 
that all the parts ought to have the ſame 
power ; yet its certain, that there are 
ſome which have been partakers of 
magnetick qualities, an1 that there are 
two Poles where they have been fepa- 
rately placed : and if what hath been 
tately pretended to have been obſerved, 
is true, that there is a firſt Meridian in 
this ſtone, all the reſt muſt be fo too, 
and conſequently, they muſt every one 
have a different inclination, So true it 
is,that Nature loves to ſeparate Yertues, 
asit is that ſhe hates Contuſion and Mix- 
ture : In effect, did ſhe not exactly ob- 
ſerve this order, things would often be 
done contrary to + one quality 
would deſtroy another,and effects would 
not anſwer their cauſes , nor the end 
they are deſtined unto, M7 
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Article X. 
T* this be {o,and if there are particular 


Vertues which the noble parts com- 
municate to the Hand, they muſt nor 
confound themſelves together;they muſt 
not be placed in the ſame part;and there- 
fore there muſt be a place deſtined for 
that of the Liver, another for that of 
the Heart, and ſo tor all the reſt, 

But the greateſt difhiculty is, in what 
parts and particular places theſe influ- 
ences are received ; tor although  Chi- 
romancy aflures us, that the fore-finger 
hath a ſympathy with the Liver, the ſe- 
cond with the Spleen, the third with the 
heart &c, Yet it produceth no cons 
vincing proof of this truth , and what 
experiences ſo ever it produceth to 
maintain 1t, they ſtill leave thoſe in 
doubt, who will not be ſatisfied with 
their reaſons, and they ſeem often to be 
fancies and groceſios in the Minde, 
forged only by humane curioſity ; and 
of a truth, who ever could well have 
eſtabliſhed 


42 A Diſcourſe on the 
eſtabliſhed this ſympathy by other ob- 
ſervations, then tholte which are fetched 
from the ſtuck of Chiromancy ; and 
had Medicine or ſome other part of 
Phyſick furniſhed them, he mighr have 
boaſted to have diſcovered the Miſtery 
of this Science, and to have found the 
onely foundation whereon the truth of 
all the reſt was grounded : for my 
part, I pretend not to produce all thoſe 
which are neceſſary ro make a full 
proof thereof, yet I beleeve I have ſome 
which may commence it , and which 
having demonſtrated one part, will leave 
an invincible preſumption for all the 
reſt, with hopes that a man might after 
a diligent obſervation of what happens 
% that admirable Organ , perfect the 
ame, 


Article XI. 


"T He firſt which we therefore oughe 
to propoſe, is to ſhew the conſent 

and ſympathy which the Liver hath = h 
the 
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the fore-finger, called the Index, and 
this is drawn from Phyſick , which 
cteacheth us that Leproſie hath its Source 
and principal Seat in the Liver ; and 
that one of the firſt ſignes whereby it is 
firſt made known appears on that finger: 
for when all the Muſcles of the hand, 
anJ even all the body are full and juycy, 
thoſe which ſerve for the motion of thar 
finger are dried and withered ; princi- 
pally that which is in the Thenar, that 
isto ſay, in the {pace which is betwixr 
that finger and the thumb, wherein all 
what is fleſhy waſts it ſelf, and nothing 
remains but the $kin and fibres which 
lie flatted to the bones, 

Now this cannot thus happen but 
that there muſt be ſome Analogy, and 
{ome {ſecret commerce betwixt the Li- 
ver and that part, ſince it is one of the 
firſt which reſents the alteration which 
15 made in its ſubſtance, it being truly 
{ajd, that there is no diſeaſe which ſo 
much corrups the nature of the Liver, 


and deſtroys not onely its vertue, bur 
even 


ht 
. 
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even its ſubſtance as this, which for 


that cauſe is-called the univerſal Can- 


cer of the Liver, and of all the maſs of 


blood ; Galex was without doubt 1gno- 
rant of this ſympathy, which ratioct- 
nation alone could never have di{cover- 
ed, whereas to have been inſtructed 
therein, it muft have been revealed to 
him in a dream ; for he reports, that 
having been aſſaulted by a violent grief, 
which cauſed him to fear an impoſtune 
in the Liver, he was in his fleep advi- 
ſed to cauſe that Artery to be opened, 
which runs all along that finger ; and 
that this remedy in an inſtant appeaſ- 
ed the grief which he had reſented 
for a long time before ; which evi- 
dently witnefieth, that there is ſome 
particular communication betwixt thoſe 
two parts, and ſome ſecret friendſhip 
which binds them together, 


Article XII, 
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Article XII, 


'He ſecond Obſcrvation is to ſhew 

that alſo which the Heart hath with 
the third, which is called the Ring- 
finger , becauſe we there utually wear 
Rings ; for it is a wonderfull thing, 
when the Gour falls on the hands, it is 
the laſt finger it aſſaults, an Levine re- 
ports,that inall thoſe whom he hath ſeen 
labor of that diſeaſe, their third finger 
of the left hand was alwayes free, whilſt 
all the reſt were cruelly tormented with 
orief and inflamation, 

Now as the parts reſiſt ſickneſs more 
or leſs, according as they have more or 
leſs ſtrength, and that ſtrength depends 
from the more or leſs of natural heat 
which they have ; this finger muſt needs 
have more of it then the reſt, ſince it 
reliſts ill more then they can, "And be- 
cauſe its ſhare of natural heat comes 
either from the firſt conformation of the 
parts, or from the influence which the 
PTL. 
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principle of heat communicates unto 
them ; and that there is no likelihood 
bur tha this finger which hath the ſame 
ſtructure, and the ſame compoſition as 
the reſt have, muſt have more of thar 
firſt and original heat which is given 


! 


© & 


unto it at the birth - it follows, that 
that which it hath comes from the influ- 
ence which the principle of the heat 
ſends unto it more abundantly then unto 
the reſt : And conſequently , it hath 
more communication , more depen- 
dance, and more connexion with the 
heart, which without diſpute is the prin- 
Ciple of hear, then all the reſt of the 
fingers rogether have, 

This Sympathy was not unknown to 
Antiquity,and Hiſtory teacheth us, that 
of old Philitians did believe that this fin- 
ger had ſoine cordial vertne, being uſed 
privatively trom all the reſt, to thoſe 
Medicaments which they pur into their 
potions and Antidotes ; whence 1t 1s 
they have called jr the Medical finger, 


which the Latine retains ; and that its 
one 
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one of the reaſons for which it ever 
wore rings; and that divers apply. re- 
medies for the weakneſs of the heart, 
as Levinus (ays he hath often experi- 
enced, and for the cure of intermitting 
fevers, as ſome ſtill do with good ſuc- 
ceſs; its alſo long ſince that men have 
been troubled to finde the cauſe of thar 
Intelligence, and of the relation which 
is betwixt thoſe two parts, For ſome, 
as Appian in Aulus Gellizs,day, that there 
1s a nerve that proceeds from the heart, 
and ends in that finger ; others have 
afirmed, that it was an artery which 
made this colliation, and that its 
manifeſtly felt beat in women that lie in, 
in thoſe which are tired with labour, and 
in all thoſe diſeaſes wherein the heart 
labours, 

" Bur although this latter opinion be 
the more probable, yet it clears not 
quite the difficulty, becauſe all the other 
fingers have an artery as well as thar, 
which comes from the ſame branch, and 


from the ſame Source as that, adding 
| allo 


4S A Diſcourſe on 1he 


alſo that it is not neceſſary that there 
ſhould be manifeſt conduits to carry 
theſe vertues : Nature, as Hippocrates 
ſays, making wayes and ſecret paths, 
not onely to give a paſlage to its 
faculties, but even to the hnwars 
themſelves which ſhe would drive 
out, 


Article XIII, 


F Could add for a third Obſervation 
The Sympathy betwixt the Spleen 
and the midd!e-ftinger, the wonderfull 
effets which the opening of the Salva- 
rella procuceth in the diſeaſes of the 
Speen : For this vein commonly be- 
twixt the middle and the third finger, 
as Hippocrates ſaith, or betwixt this and 
the little one, {ending up {ome branches 
to the Medium , we may very probably 
beleeve, that the vertue of the Spleen 
is through that vein carried to that fin- 
ger, and that the third being occupied 
by the influence of the Heart, it cannot 
recelve 
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receivethat of the Spleen, ifirbe truethar 
the vertues confound not themſelves, as 
we have demonſtrated, In effe&t, what 
ever our new Practitioners ſay, Exper;- 
ence joyned with the authoriry of the firſt 
Maſters of the Art is ſtronger then all 
thoſe reaſons which they can produce ; 
tor beſides that it is dangerous to ſub- 
mit all the Rules of Phyfick to ratioci- 
nation, which is often weak and deceit- 
tull, and to forſake the opinion of the 
Ancients, who have been more juſt ob- 
ſervers of things then thoſe which came 
after them ; I may ſay of a truth, that 
having more then threeſcore times 
made overture of that vein in quartain 
Agues, it never failed, atter due pre- 
parations, either to cauſe the Fever to 
ceaſe, or to make the fits the l:ghter. 
Let them not go about to reaſon on 
the diſtribution or greatneſs of the 
veſſels ; as the ſame ſtock may have 
ſeveral branches which h2ve not the 
fame vertu2, and that ſome of them 


bear flowers or fruits, and others which 
E haye 
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have none ; So although all the veins of 
the Arm and of the hand come from the 
ſame ſtock, yet have they not the ſame 
employments, and are but Channels 
whereby ſeveral! faculties may flow ; 1o 
that that which» the Spleen ſends may 
wholly pals to the Salvarella, withour 
imparting it (elf to the reſt; even as 
the parts diſcharge themſelves onely on 
thole which are particularly afte&ted 
with them, although they have con- 
nexion with others by their veſſels, and 
by their ſituation , whence thoſe ſeve- 
ral tranſports of humors, and thoſe 
changes which fickneſs makes from one 
place to another, happens, as hereafter 
we ſhall more amply declare, 

As for the largeneſs of the veins 
which render the evacuation the more 
profitable then are thoſe of the ſmall 
Ones, Its 4 true thing when its neceſſa- 
ry to diminiſh the univerſal julneſs of 
the body ; but to diſcharge a {mall part 
the leaſt often, ſo as they are near un- 
to, an that they have ſome ſecret ſo- 
ciery 
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ciety with it, perform it with more fate- 
ty, and with more efficacy then the 
greater: In fine, fince it is a received 
opinion from all times, that the opening 
of tht vein is profitable to the diſeaſes 
of the Spleen, as may be ſeen in the 
writings of Hippecrater, of Gaten, and 


of all the Arabians ; its not probable 


it ſhould have been approved by tuch 
great men, and ſhould have out-hved fo 
many ages, and have come to us, with- 
out having been maintained by expert- 
ence, {ince reaſon could give us no foun- 
dation tor ſuch a belief; and if by this 
means this remedy hath been made 
known , we ought not ſtrictly to ex- 
amine the reaſons no more then the pur- 
gative faculties, or any other ſpecifick 
vertues which Phyſick abounds with- 
all, 

To return again to the firſt proot 
which we have left; we ſaid, that this 
obſervation might be made uſe of, to 
eſtabliſh the ſympathy of the Spleen 
with the ſecond finger ; we might allo 
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add the Hiſtory which Hippocrates re- 
ports in the fourth of the Popular Di- 
{eales, of the woman whoſe Hypocon- 
dryes were fo ſtreightned, and her re- 
{piration ſo hindred, to whom there 
happened on the eleaventh day a fluxion 
and inflammation on that ſame finger, 
whereby for a time ſhe found her felt 
eaſed, although afterwards the violence 
of the fever and impoſtume which was 
tormedin her bowels, brought her to her 
death, Whence we may conjecture,that 
a portion of that humour which was in 
the Spleen, diſcharged it {elf on the 
finger, as on a part which had connex1- 
on and conſent with it, and that this lit- 
tle diſcharge afforded her {ome eaſe ; 
but becauſe all the cauſe of the ill could 
not be contained in ſo ſmall a room, the 
reſt of it cauſed the impoſthumation 
whereof ſhe died ; yet to ſpeak freely, 
theſe are but conjectures which webring 
in parallel with the foregoing obſervati- 
ons, which ſeem demonſtrations of the 


Truth which we ſeek, 
Atticle XIV, 


— —— 


Article XTVyY, 


AM it were to be wiſhed that we 
had thelike, to ſhew diſtintly the 
reſt of thoſe ſympathies which the other 
interiour parts have with other parts of 
the Hand : But from the negligence 
men have had to finde them, we are obs 
liged ſtill ro ſpeak truth , that ſince 
thoſe of the Heart and Liver are not to 
be doubted, the reſt muſt needs be {o, 
although they appear not ſo maniteſtly 
unto us; and that not onely the Brain 
and other parts which have a publick 
and principal tunion, as well as the 
Heart and Liver, but alſo the Spleen, 
the Stomach, the Lungs, the Kidneys, 
and perhaps others alſo have every one 
in the Hand their proper and affected 
place, with which they have conſent and 
communication, | 


E 3 
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 Artic;e XV, 
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Article XV, 
go that we may afhrm, and for a proof 


of this ſecret intelligence which the 
atts have one with another, and for the 
rp of that whereof we diſcourſe, 
that the Hand and the Face contain an 
abridgement of all the parts of the Body, 
for this is an Epitomy of all the outward 
Members, having no part which hath not 
Its particular . an; 4 manifeſt relation with 
ſome one of them, as that alſo hath of all 
the interior parts, having no place which 
hath not its colligation and ſympathy 
with ſoine one of them : And with- 
6ut coup, 1ts one of the principal rea- 
fons for which they have both had a 
conftitarion of hides altogether particu- 
jzr, and that the skin which is every- 
v/here clfeſ{cparate from the Muſcles, 1s 
{6 Ut _ to that, that its impoſſible to 
parated : Nature which hath deſti- 

| choſe arts to be as it were Look- 

: ng Hs ies wherein all tne reſt ought ro 
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ac repreented, would in them have the 
fleſh 
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fleſh joyn to the hide, that the impreſſp- 
on which it receives of the nerves, 
veins and arteries which are thed abroad 
in them, might rhe more eafily commu- 
nicate it ſelf, and appear the more rea- 
dily outwards, That which is alſo to be 
found in the Soles of the Feet, which in 
ſome manner participate the ſame ad- 
vantages which the hands have,& where- 
on Podomancy hath been eſtabliſhed, 
which promiſeth the ſame things that 
Chiromancy doth, but with leſs ſucces, 
for thoſe reaſons which we thall deduce ; 
Howſoever it be, its an admirable thing, 
and in my opinion, not enough confide- 
red, that there is none of the marks on 
the Face, which we cemmonly call 
Moles, but another is to be found 1n 
ſome part of the Body certain and de- 
termined, which particularly anſwers 
thereunto ; for if any be on tie fore- 
head, there will be another on the breſt, 
and according as that isin the middle, 
high or loiw, on this or that (1de;this will 
have the fame difference in its ſituati- 
E 4 on ; 
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on; for one on the cheeks, you ſhall 
have another on the thighs; 1f on the 
brows, another will be on the ſhoul- 
ders ; if on the ears, another on the 
arms, and fo for the reſt, Now we can- 
not ſay that this correſpondence is {1m- 
ply in thoſe marks, ſince all of them are 
tormed of the ſame matter, and that 
conſequently they cannot have more re- 
iation one with another, but they muſt be 
in the very ſameparts ; and that the ſo- 
ciety which they have together muſt be 
the cauſe thit the one cannot be mark- 
ed, but its correſpondent muſt at the 
jame time ſuffer the ſame impreſhon ; 
we ſee likewite, that beſides the ſecret 
conſent whica they may have together, 
a ſenſible and manifeſt relation in the 
ſituation, ant in the ſtructure which they 
have; for the breaſt, which is that part of 
the body which is below the head the 
.oſt flat & bony, anſwers directly to the 
fore-head, which hath the ſame quali- 
ries ; the thighs which are on the {1des, 
and are very flethy, relate to the cheeks 
| which 
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which are even ſo ; the brows to the 
ſhoulders, by reaſon of the eminency 
which both of them have; the ears to the 
arms; being both adyanced,and as it were 
without the work; and ſo of the reſt, 

Yet all this ſignifies not that this re- 
ſemblance is the true Source of this ſym- 
pathy ; its neither juſt nor exact enough 
to produce ſuch like effe&s ; and its ne- 
ceſlary there inould be ſome ſecret bond 
which binds theſe parts one withanother, 
and which muſt be the principal cauſe of 
this wonderful harmony whichisamongſt 
them, whereof theſe natural Characters 
are unreproachable witneſles, 


Article XVI. 

Ra it 15 not onely betwixt the ex- 
#- Iterior and maniteſt parts that this 
ſociety 1s to be found, there is yet ano- 
ther which 1s more general, which was 
known by Hippocrates, and ſerves for 
the ground-work of that ingenious di- 
viſion of the veins which he hath made 
in his Book of Bones, for that _ 

C 
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ble perſon, having conſidered the ſeveral 
tranſports of humors, and change of 
diſeaſes, which ſo often happens of ſome 
certain parts to others, hath obſerved 
thoſe veins whereby it might be eftet- 
ed, and which were to be opened tor 
their cure ; and to obſerve a method 
which might avoid confuſion, he eſta- 
bliſhed ſeveral Heads, and as it were 
divers Articles, in which he began the 
aiſtribution of thoſe veſſels ; for he 
placed the firſt at the Heart, the ſecond 
at the Reins, the third at the Liver, 
the fourth at the eyes, the fifth at the 
Head, whence he makes four pair of 
veins to iſſue, which afterwards {pread 
themſelves into ſeveral places, 


Article XVII, 


Ot that he did beleeve that thoſe 
were the firſt Sources whence the 
veins draw their origine, as Ariſtotle, 
Galen, and almoſt all their Sectators 
have impoſed it on kim, fince he m_ 
that 
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that they were all rooted in the Liver, 
whence they diſtribute themſelves to all 
the parzs of the body, to convey gou- 
riſhment unto them ; as in purſuit he 
makes it appear in the diſtribution 
which he makes of the Hepatick vein, 8 
what he hath alſo reported in his ſecond 
Book of Popular Diſeaſes ; but it was to 
remark the conſent which there was be- 
twixt thoſe five parts with the reſt, and 
thoſe ſicknefſes and ſymptomes which 
they mutually communicated to one 
another, 

So when he ſays that the left eye re- 
ceives avein from the right. eye, and 
this one from the left; this muſt not be 
litterally taken, as it they truly took 
their origine from thoſe parts; but its 
to ſheiy that the diſeaſes of one eye are 
communicable to the other, as it they 
had veins which carried them directly 
thither, Its truely by the means of veins 
that this communication is made, and 
theſe veins part even from a common 


branch ; but its ſo far off from the Eyes, 
thit 
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that we cannot preciſely ſay, that they 
ſend veins to one another, unleſs it be 
in conſideration of the ſympathy which 
is betwixt them, And this is ſo true, 
that often even he conſiders not the 
continuity of the veins in the diſtributi- 
on which he makes, fince he ſhews 
that the Head and the Lungs have a 
conſent with the Spleen, although the 
veins of the Spleen are not united nor 
continued with thoſe of theſe parts : 
becauſe its ſufficient for the conſent he 
ſpeaks of, that theſe veins ſhould have 
communication together by ſome 
means or other, 2s thall be ſaid here- 
after, 

But the more particularly to make 
the ſecret and profit of this admirable 
diſtribution appear , we (ſhall examine 
ſome of the Articles : for when he 
teacheth us, that of theſe four pair of 
veins which iflue from the Head, there 
1s one which hath two branches which 
paſſes from the Temples, and deſcends 
jato the Lungs, whence the one paſſeth 
from 
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from the right fide to the left, and goes 
into the Spleen, and into the left Rein, 
and the other parts from the left ſide, 
and goes to the Liver and right Rein, 
and then they end both in the Hemorroid 
veins, Doth he not thereby demon- 
ſtrate, not onely why the opening of 
the Hemorroids ſerves to the Nephri- 
ticks, and to thoſe who have the Plu- 
rifte and Peripneunomy, but why alſo 
their raibnine [26 cauſeth the Dropſie 
and the Prifick © for although there 
are other places wherein it ſeems that 
the reflux of the blood which they con- 
tain, might be made, yet the conſent 
they have with the Liver and the Lungs, 
is the cauſe that it is not elſewhere 
effeted : And without doubt, thoſe 
branches which deſcending go from the 
right to the left, and from the left to 
the right, obſerve the cauſe which we 
have {o unprofitably ſought, why thoſe 
impoſthumes which are made from 
above downwards, are not alwayes 


found on the ſame fide where the Source 
of 
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of the Diſeaſe is, but ſometimes on the 
right, and ſometimes on the left; al- 
though thoſe which are made from be- || * 
low upwards keep ſtill the rectitude of }| * 
the part wherein the ſeat of the malady || | 
is; for without this diſtribution of veins |} « 
its impoſſible to give a reaſon of all }| ' 

( 


their accidents, | 

Wichout which we ſhould not yer 
know why the Breaſt and Genitals have || * 
ſo great a correſpondence betwixt them, 
that the Cough ceaſeth when they are 
tumified ; that the ſwelling diſſfipates 
when the Cough comes, and that even 
the ſivelling of the veins, which hap- 
pens unto them, corrects thoſe defects 
which render the voice wheazing and 
{hrill, | 

To conclude, its. the onely ſecret 
wiereby Natures wayesSare diſcovered 
in the tranſport of the humors which 
ſhe miles from one part to another, and 
£5 diſcern thoſe veins which are to be 
opened in every ſickneſs, For although 
they have all one root, although many 
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of them have common branches which 
equally ought to diſtribute unto them 
the blood and humours which they 
contain ; yet the correſpondence and 
friendſhip which is betwixt the parts, 
obligeth Nature to drive them rather 
through one vein then anather, and 
chooſing chat which is moſt fit for it, 
ſhe leaves the reſt which are neer unto it, 
and have the {ame origine, 

This evidently appears in the {ympa- 
thy which we have before urged with 
ſuch conducing examples ; tor very 
probably its through the veins and 
arteries that this ſecret vertue runs 
which the Heart and Liver communi- 
cates to ſome of the fingers, whullt 
the reſt of thoſe which are of the- 
Hand are not therein employed ; and 
althongh they ifſue our of the ſame 
branch , yet there is but one which 
bears this vertue from the heart, and 
another that of the Liver ; otherwiſe 
there would be no determinate place 
to receive their influence, and all the 


fingers 
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fingers of the hand which have veins 
and arteries, would equally receive it, 
which is contrary to experience, | 

To ſpeak the truth alſo, all theſe 
Veſlels are but Channels and Conduits; 
which cannot, more then thoſe of 
Fountains, give any motion to the hu- 
mours, but its the ſpirits onely which 
carry and draw them to thoſe places 
whereto they are ordered ; and as the 
conſent which the Members have one 
with another is entertained by means of 
thoſe ſpirits, we cannot doubt but the 
blood wherewith they are mixt goes not 
as they do from one part to another, and 
but that in purſuit it makes that admi- 
rable Harmony of the veins which Hip- 
pecrates hath obſerved, 

For without doubt, this is the Foun- 
cation whereon he and the ancient Ma- 
ſters in Phyſick have obſerved in one 
and the fame Member , veins which 
had correſpondence with ſeveral parts ; 
as in the arm, the Cephalick, the He- 
patick, and the Splenetick; — 
ave 
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haye alwayes opened of courſe in the 
particular difeaſes of thoſe parts, not 
ſticking at thoſeweak reaſons which the 
inſpection of bodies and love of novel- 
ty hath ſince authorized, 


Article XVIIL 


Ndcertajnly had wenot had recourſe 
"Aro this direction of the Spirits, we 
ſhould never have been able to hare gi- 
vena reaſon for the re&titude which Na- 
ture obſerves in her motions when ſhe 
is abſolute Miſtreſs thereof, and whom 


Phyſick imitates in the evacuations 
which it ordains ; for when by the in- 


flammations of the Liver the right ear 
grows red ; that ulcers 'happen on the 


right hand or foot ; that we bleed out 


of the right noſtril, or that there is an 
impoſthume in the right ear ; and that 
on the contrary, all the ſame accidents 


happen on the left fide, from the in- 


flammations of the Spleen ; when I ay 


Phyſtck commands us to let blood on 
F the 
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the ſame fide the 'malady 1s, and teach- 
eth us, that all the evacuations which 
are made on the contrary fide are dange- 
rous, if made of themſelves, or uſeleſs 
if done by Art, What other reaſon is 
there of this regularity which can fatis- 
fie the minde more then this which we 
have produced ? for what is ſaid of the 
right fibres which enter into the com- 
poſition of the veſſels, whereby 
{ome will have the humors to be drawn, 
its altogether impertinent ;, {ince they 
are unable to make this attraction, .as 
we haveelſewhere demonſtrated, That 
they are equally on all the ſides of the 
veſſels. and conſequently © cannot de- 
termine the motion of the humors-to 
the one ſooner then to another; 
that there are not alwayes, fibres to fa- 
vour this rectitude, fince from the 
Spleen to the left _noſtril there can be 
none, the veins of the noſe proceeding 
from the vena caves, with which the 
Spleen hath no connexion : and that in 


fine, the humors which we finde out of 
the 
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the veſſels, thoſe ſimple vapours and 
qualities communicate themſelves, from 
one part to- another, after the ſame 
manner, without need of any fibres to 
agitate the buſineſs, and which if there 
were any, ,would be uſeleſs for the tran(- 
porting of vapours and qualities, 

To ſay alfo that this is done by ſecfet 
conduits which are to be found in the 
fleſh; and which move from below up- 
wards, whereof thoſe which are on the 
one {ide have no communication with 
thoſe -on the other: Its a pure imagina- 
tion which hath no probability, ſince 
theſe evacuations are moſt commonly 
made by the veins; and that the hu- 
mors which run by thoſe ſecret Con- 
duits muſt enter into the veins, where 
notwithſtanding there are no paſlages , 
there-muſt alſo Conduits be found which 
ah gocrols,fince the humors ſomtimes 

ffrom the right fide to the left, ſome- 
times from the fore to the hinder parts, 
and moſt commonly from the cenger to 


the circumference, Beyond all, in either 
_ F 3 of 
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of. theſe opinions we cannot ſee what; 
the danger would be,were not this recti- 
tude obſerved in the evacuation of 
humors, 5 
But ſuppoſing that its done by the 
direction of the (pirits, its eaſie to judge 
that Nature muſt be yery highly op- 
preſt when ſhe obſerves not that order 
which was preſcribed unto her ; and 
when ſhe wanders from her ordinar 
road, ro fly from the Enemy which preſ- 
ſeth hers for its the reaſon tor which thoſe 
motions whichſhemakes in ſharp Fevers 
in equal dayes are very dangerous ; be- 
cauſe its a ſign of the violence which. 
ſhe ſuffers, and of the diſorder wherein 
the greatneſs of the ill hath caſt her, 
which makes her forget the odd dayes 
in which ſhe_ ought to aſlault. = 
ler, which is the caufe of thoſe di- 
leaſes, ns | 
However it be, the rectitude we men- - | 
tioned,infallibly comes from the ſpirits, 
which lead the humors within the com- 
paſs of one half of the body, without car-- 
a rying 
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rying them to one another, unleſs there 
be ſome great impediment ; for Nature 
rakes ſo much care for the preſervation 
of living and animal things, that ſhe 
hath divided them all into two halfs 
that if it happened the one ſhould ſuffer 
alteration, the other might ſave it 
ſelf therefrom, and ſo preſerve in that 
the Nature of the whole : Now this 
diviſion is real and manifeſt in ſome 
ſubjects, as in grains and ſeeds of Plants, 
which all are compoſed of two portions, 
which may be ſeparated, and in all the 
Members of Animals which have them 
double, in others it is obſcure, and ap- 
pears not in an actual ſeparation of the 
parts, but onely in the operations, which 
thew that they have every one of them 
their diſtin& juriſdiction, and their dit- 
ferent intereſts, as that is whereof we 
ſpeak, which diſtinguiſheth the body 
into tivo halfs, the one of which is right, 
the other left ; ſach alſo is that which 
is to be found in thoſe members which 
are but One, as the Brain, the Tongue, 
F 3 the 
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the Noſe, &c. where we often ſee the 
one half aſſaulted by an ill, and the 
other exempt from it, although in 
themſelves there is not any ſepara- 
tion, | 

If it therefore be true, that Nature 
to preſerve the one half of the body, 
chargeth the other with all the diſorder 
which happens unto it, , and hinders 
thoſe humors which afflict it from iſſu- 
ing out of their bounds, to caſt it ſelf 
on the other ; we cannot doubt but the 
Spirits which are the firſt and principal 
Organs will ſerve her in this underta- 
king, and but that it is they which carry 
the humors from one place to another 
in the compaſs preſcribed unto them by 

er, 

So that if it ſhould happen that to 
make this tranſport it were neceſſary to 
make uſe of theveins which are on the 
other {ide, they tor that forget not Na- | 
tures deſign , nor thoſe orders which 
they have received, and do but onely 
paſs, if we may ſo ſpeak, into the neigh- 
Ln | | bours 
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bours limits, to arrive at that place 
whereto theyought to come, Thus when 
to diſcharge the Spleen trom thoſe hu- 
mors which incommodate it, a bleedin 

of the Noſe happens to theleft noſtril 
they muſt of neceflicy paſs from the 
veins of the Spleen into he Veng c4vd, 


-which js on the right {ide ; but the ſpi- 


rits know how (o to dire& them, that 
they at l1a@ return to the ſame line, and 
into that half of the body wherein the 
Spleen reſides : But its to enter too far 
into the ſecrets of Phyſick , its ſufhci- 
ent to ſay that the communication 
which the veins have one with another 
in that ingenious diſtribution which 
Hippocrates hath made, proceeds from 
the Spirits which carry the humors 
from one to another, according to the 
relation and conſent which the parts 
have together, or according to that re- 


 Ritude which they keep amongſt them- 


(elves, 


Artic.e XIX, 


72 A _Diſconrſe onthe 
| Article XIX;, 


O return to the ſympathy which 

the inward members have with the 
parts of the hand, 1 conceive that the | 
reaſons which we have deduced to 
maintain it, if they do not altogether 
convince the moſt opinionated, yet will 
they at leaſt leave in their mindes great 
ſuſpition of the truth thereof : And 1I 
doubt not but Chiromancy ought to 
reſt ſatisfied, ſince they eſtabliſh what 
til now was unknown unto it,the princi- 
pal of its fcundations; and that it will af- 
terwards bee: fie for it to upholdit with 
the maximes of Aſtrology, which is to 
turniſh it with the moſt part of its rules, 
and be ſecurity for the greateſt of its 
promiſes, 

In effeft, if it be true that the in- 
ward parts are governed by the Planets, 
and that they receive from the Stars 
ſome particular influence, as Aſtrolog 
teacheth ; it muſt needs be, that my 

the 
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the vertue which thoſe parts; ſend to the 
hand, that which the Planets communi- 
cate unto them-, muſt alſo be carried 
umto them, And at the ſame finger 
where the heart-for an example cauſeth- 
an influence of- its vettue; that Planet 
which hath-the dire@tion of the heart 
muſt alſo diſpence his : It being not 

robable that this ſhould ſtop at the 
[166 , Whilſt that diſpenceth to the 
hands what is proper and natural unto it, 
Since ſuppoſing the truth of celeſtial 
influences we muſt {ay, that of theſe two 
vertues, there is but one contracted, 
which is the onely eflential diſpoſition 
and ſpecifick property of every part, 
Now o it is, that in a concluſion in 
Aſtrology proved by its principles and 
obſervations, that the Liver is govern- 
ed by Fupiter, the Spleen by Saturne, 
the ho by the Ss7, and (o tor the reſt, 
The firſt finger muſt therefore be 
be governed by Fupiter, the ſecond 
by Saturne, the third by the Sun, &c, 
ſince theſe principal parts have a ſympa- 


thy, 
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thy, and conſent with thoſe fingers and 
communicate 'with- them the vertue 
which they have; neither need we won- 
der, that Chiromancy' hath changed 
the order of- the Planets' in the hand, 
- nor ask why it hath rather placed F#p1- 
ter on the fore-finger, and the Sax on 
the third, then in any other place, be- 
cauſe the nature of the Heart and Liver, 
and the ſympathy which they have with 
thoſe fingers, hath remarked thoſe 
places, as the particular houſes which 
theſe Planets have in the Hand, as they 
have in Heaven thoſe which are affeted 
unto them, 


All the difficulty reduceth it ſelf to 


this point, to know whether theſe ſtars 


do onely govern the principal parts of 
the body, and whether they communi- 
cate any {etret vertue unto them, which 
cauſeth the good or ill diſpoſition which 
they have, 

But to urge this queſtion as far as it 
might go, and to examine all the conſe- 
quences and circumſtances with that ſe- 

yerity 


prevail, 
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verity which Philoſophy hath uſed in 
theſe matters : beſides that, it were to 
put to Arbitration thoſe truths which 
Aſtrology placeth in the rank of things 
already judged, which its moſt opiniona- 
ted Enemies are for the moſt part forced 
to confeſs : | 

This -would require a Diſcouſe 
which would pals the bounds of our de- 
ſigne, and offend the very method 
na all Sciences ſhould be trea- 
ted ; for it will not give us leave to 
doubt or convert thoſe things which we 
meet with in it, and particularly defends 
us to cenſure the Principles w—_ 
they are eſtabliſhed, and make thoſe 
paſs for currant which are taken from 
the concluſions of ſuperior Sciences, 
how doubtfull ſoever they are, with 
the ſame priviledge as the Maximes and 
common Notions of the Mathematicks 
Its ſufficient for Chiroman- 
cy that Phyſick maintains its firſt 
foundation , all what it receives after- 


wards from Aſtrology may be allowed 
it, 
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it, or at leaſt brought to a pauſe, un- 
til we examine the grounds of Aſtrolo- 
oy it ſelf, | 


Article XX, 


Y Et that we may not leave a ſuſpiti- 
on that thoſe concluſions which are 
drawn from thence for its principles, 
are altogether imaginary, and contrary 
td thetruth ; we ſhall make it appear by 
ſome obſervations which cannot be diſ- 
puted, that there are parts of the body 
under the particular direction of ſome of 
the Planets ; and this will be nothing 
difficult for ſome of them, and al- 
though rejefting thoſe experiences 
wherewith Aſtrology might farniſh us 
on this occaſion, we havenot enough of 
others to makean abſolute proof of this 
Feuth, yet the firſt may ſeem to pre- 
judge the reſt, and will leave a well 
founded conjecture for us to beleeve, 
that every member is governed by one 


of thoſe Stars, and that that Principle 
which 


 whic 


P rinciples of Chiromaney. 77 
which Aſtrology hath made for Chiro- 
mancy is not il] eſtabliſhed, 


Article XX1I, 


Ets therefore begin with the Brain} 

No man will conteſt, but that the 
Moon hath a ſecret Empire over it, and 
but that ſhe makes it more manifeſtly 
ſenfible of her power, then any of the 
reſt ; for it: ſwells and falls, encreaſeth 
and diminiſheth according as that Star 


isin the full or wain : for which cauſe, 
Phyſick which is not ignorant of theſe: 


canges, takes care that the trepanning 
ſhe appoints, be made with the 
greateſt precaution at the full of the 
Moon, becaufe it then knows the Brajnis 
alſofull,and ſo drawing theſe membranes, 
which environ nearer to the bone, it 
brings them in danger of being the more 
eaſily touched by the Inſtrument, But 
the diſeaſes of that part which have 
their accefles and fits according to the 
courſe of the Moon , evidently oy 

_—_— 
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the Ligature and Sympathy which is 


berwixt them, For there are ſome 


which follow her motions ſo regularly, 
that they might be the Ephemerides 
thereof ; and although ſhe be under the 
Horizon, although the ſick perſon en! 
deavour by all means to ſhelter himſelf 
from her influences, yet all this hinders 
her not from the overflowing of a Flux, 
which at a ſet time happens at the 
change of her- quarters, which he is 
ſenſtble of without obſerving them in 
the Heavens, or in the Almanack, The 
aſſaults of the Epilepſy, - do they not 
commonly follow the motions of thar 
Planet * Are there norſpecies of folly: 
which we call Lunaticks ? and have nor' 
Horſes diſeaſes in the head which' bear 
that name, becauſe both 'the''one and 
the other of them follow the motions of 
rhe Moon 2 In fine, do we not know 

that the rayes of that Star cauſe opini-- 
onated Fluxions, and makes perſons to/ 
love their complexions, if their faces 
are long expoſed, principally in their 

ſleep, 
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ſleep. - Now all: theſe effetscan relate 
to: nothing but- its influences, becauſe 
they often happen: when' ſhe is hidden 
under the Earth and in that condition, 
. neither her light;, nor the magnetick 
vertue which is attributed to her, cannor 
works on us; neither do we doubt the 
truth of theſe ſecret qualities , after 
thoſe many obſervations which have 
been made of an infinite many effects 
which - they have produced, And a- 
moneſt other, the flowing of the Sen, 
which without diſpute follows the mo- 
tion of the Moon, beginning ever when 
ſhe riſech in our Horizon,- or on that of 
the Antipodes, and having its greateſt 
force when ſhe hath attained their or our 
Meridian : For if we can demonſtrate, 
as it were eafte 'to do, would. this place 
admit the length of the- Diſcourle we 
ſhould make ; (if we can I fay demon- 
ſtrare,that the Flood can proceed neither 
from the motion of the Earth, nor from 
the light of the Stars,nor from any mag- 


netick vertue, - nor by the impulſion . 
the 
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the Moon, :nor by the rarefaQtion which 
heat cauſethon the water, there can no- 
thing but theſe influences remain which 
can be the cauſe of this admirable Moti- 
on; and which without doubt is'fo alfo 
of all thoſe accidents which we have now 
obſerved, Fra ; 


Article XXIL. - 


T: it be-acknowledged. in that Star; 
LT and if it be from them that we have 
the dire&tion- of one of the principal 
parts of the bady, -we cannot doubt but 
that the Sun who is King, and as it were 
the father of all thereſt'of the Planets, 
muſt alſo have ſome:which+ are more 
powerfull , and but that he who concurs 
to the generation of all things, hath re- 
ferved to himſelf the firſt and moſt no- 
ble parts of Animals, to have the con- 
du&t thereof, and communicates his 
vertues thereunto, Its-not to be doubt- 


ed but that he hath choſen the heart rs 
is 


Principles of Chiromancy. $1 
his throne, and for the place of his ex- 
altation ; he reſides there as he is in 
Heaven in the midſt of all the Stars, I 
would fay of all the members of the bo- 
dy which are governed by the Planets, 
From thence it gives the influence of 
its 'vertue to all the parts of the little 
world, andif in its courſe it happen to 
ſuffer any malignant aſpect, that mem- 
ber is ſenſible of it, and ſuffers with the 
diſorders of its Soveraign, It hath been 
indeed obſerved that thoſe who are 
fick ſuffer an extraordinary weakneſs 
during the Eclipſes of the Sun, and that 
even thoſe who are of a delicate com- 
plexion ſenſibly reſent in themſelves 
the effect of this conſtellation : more- 
over, the vital faculty becomes ſo 
languiſhing in the Solftices and Equi- 
noctials, and when malignant Stars riſe 
with him, that Hrppecrares hath forbid- 
den us at ſuc! times to make uſe of any 
remedy till after ten dayes, But we muſt 
not here forget an obſervation which 
that incomparable man hath writren in 
CG his 
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his Book of Dreams, which will not 
onely ſhew the Sympathy which is be- 
twixt the Heart and the Sun, but alſo 
that which the Moon and the Stars 
have with thereſt of the parts ; for after 
having ſuppoſed that the Sun hath rela- 
tion with the middle of the body, the 
Moon with thoſe ranges which are in 
it, and the Stars with the inward parts ; 
he ſaith, that if theſe Stars appear in a 
dream with that parity and regularity of 
motion, which 1s natural unto-them, its 
a {1gn of perte& health, and that there 
is nothing in the body, which follows 
not that order and rule which Nature 
requires: Burt if we ſee any one which 
obſcures it ſelf, which diſappears, or 
which is ſtopt in its courſe, itsa ſign 
of a ſickneſs which is: come to thoſe 
parts, which anſwer every one of them; 
tor it theſe diſorders happen to the 
Stars, the ſickneſſes will be contracted - 
into the habic of the boy, if in the 
Moon, in the cavities of the body z bur 
if it bein the Sun, it will be the ſtron- 


— 
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ger and harder to be cured, as that 
which aſſaults the principle of life, The 
middle he ſpeaks of, 1s to be under- 
ſtood onely of the vital parts which 
comprehend the Heart and thoſe parts 
which environ it, 

Now if this be true, as reaſon aid 
experience have ſo often ſince confirm- 
ed it, we muſt thence conclude, that 
ſince the imagination forms in its 
dreams all theſe images of the Sun ro 
repreſerit the good or ill diſpoſition of 
the Heart ; Its neceſſary that it ſhould 
have ſome foundation to joyn together 
two things, which are fo different in 
themſelves, arid that in this part it finde 
ſolar qualities, which may {erve as a mo- 
del to thoſe figures atid pictures which it 
makes of that Star : In a word, the parti- 
cular influences which the Heart receiyes 
from the Sun, are the originals on which 
the Soul ſleeping takes all thoſe ad- 
miral copies; otherwiſe, why ſhould it 
not do ſo for ſome other member * and 
why in an inflamation of the Liver for 
G 2 example, 
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example, where heat is at that time 
greater then in the reſt of the body, 
thould it not repreſent to it {ſelf that 
Star which is the Source of all the 
heat in the world, as well as it 
doth in the lefler alterations of the 
Heart 2 Certainly, in this part there 
are vertues {o ſtrange and hidden, that 
its impoſſible to relate them to the 
Elements ; For that it often reſiſts 
flame without being able to be conſu- 
med, that jt will not grow ſoft in boil- 
ing, unleſs you take off its ears ; that 
{ome fiſh can never be crooked, it it be 
left in their body ; theſe are effects 
which are ſo particular unto it, and of 
which its ſo hard to render a reaſon by 
manitect qualities, and that it gives way 
for us to preſume that thoſe it hath, are 
of a higher order, and have relation, 
as Ariſtotle ſays, to the Element of the 
Stars, 

Now if the influence which the Heart 
receives from the Sun is a cauſe that 
theſe dreams repreſent themſelves by 
tnE 
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the images of this Planet, the ſeveral 
diſpoſitions the heart is in, muſt needs 
cauſe the ſame from the Moon, and 
from other Stars. in relation to the cavi- 
ties of the body and exteriour parts ; 
and thence it is, that without doubt 
Aſtrology hath placed under the dire- 
ion of the Moon, the Brain, the Sto- 
mack, the Inteſtines, the Bladder and 
the Matrix, which are the moſt confide- 
rable cavities of the body; bur alſo thart it 
hath diſtributed all the outward parts, to 
all the ſigns of the Zodiack, having firſt 
founded it on this doctrine of Hippocra- 
tes, whereto it hath ſince added its own 
eXPeriences, 


Article XXIIL 


Frer all theſe reaſons, we need not 

doubt but that the other Planets 
alſo have their particular influences, and 
that they govern bur as they do, ſome 
particular parts of the body ; But Phi- 
loſophy hath taken ſo little care to take 
| G 3 obſer- 
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obſervations thereof, that beſides thoſe 
which Aſtrology furniſhecth us withal 
we have none which do obſerve the di- 
retion which Fupiter hath on the Li- 
yer, that which Saturn hath on the 
Spleen,&#c. unleſs you will place in this 
rank thoſe ſcars and moles which are 
to be found naturally imprinted on thoſe 
parts, For its aſſured, that he at whoſe 
birth Saturne rules hath commonly one 
of theſe marks cn the region of the 
Spleen, if it be 7 #piter, on that of the 
Liver , if Yenws, on the ſecret parts, 
and there is another betwjxt the brows ; 
for which cauſe Dares Phryzir: 1n the 
Picture which he made of the fair Heller, 
{ajd that ſhe had one betwixt her brows, 
which Cornelius Nepos hath expreſled in 
theſe two fair Verſes , 


Sola ſupercilizs nubes inter flua rarg, 
Andaci macula tenues diſcriminat arts, 


But I eſteem not theſe obſervations juſt 
enough, nor ſufficiently confirmed by 


expert- 
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experience to draw a certain proof of 
what we pretend it thall ſufhceus to 
ay, that until there be a more exact in- 
quiry made, the Sun and che Moon, 
who without difticulty command the 
Heart and the Brain, ſhall ſerve out of a 
prejudgment to make us beleeve that 
the reſt of the Planets have an empire 
over thoſe Members which Aſtrology 
hath ſubmitted them unto ; an41 conle- 
quently we may conclude, that that 
Principle which it hath afhigned Chi- 
romancy 15 not without foundation, and 
that it may maintain a great many of 
the Farr A whicin 1t hath made, 


Article XXIV. 


Hele are t'1e reaſons on which I 

did beleeve theeſtabliſhment mighr 
be made, whica might allo ſerve ro 
regulate many things which are not yet 
agreed on in the practice of this Arr, 
to obſerve the cau.es of divers effets 
which are to be found therein; an4 if I 
G 4 ao 
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do not” deceive my ſelf, they will pre- 
pare the minde to beleeve, that Meto- 
poſcopy wants no more then this foun- 
dation to makes it an Art, and to main- 
rain the truth of its maximes : for if the 
noble parts have {o great a connexion 
with the hand, they in all probability 
ought to havea greater with the face, 
which is the abridgement of all the bo- 
dy, the ſeat of the Sences, and the 
Souls mirror ; and if vertues do not 
confound themſelves, as hath been 
ſhown, every one may have, as in the 
Hand,irs proper and affected place; that 
of the Heart will be admitted into one 
place, that of the Liver into another, 
and fo for the reſt ; and conſequently 
the ſame Planets which command thoſe 
parts will govern the ſame places, and 
will there leave the marks of the good 


Or 11] influences which they have ſhed 


abroad through the principal members 
of the Body, Bur ſo curious a matter, 
and fo careleſsly examined, requires a 
particular Ditcourſe as well as this, = 
WIE 
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with this had need of new obſervations 
to confirm the truth thereof: Perhaps 
I ſhall have one day time to communi- 
cate theſe unto you, which I have obſer- 
ved, and to ſhew you, that the whole 
man appears in the face; we may ſay 
that Man hath not been well known, 
ſince we have not known thoſe wonders 
which are in hs face, Reſuming there- 
fore our former diſcourſe, I ſaid; that 
thoſe reaſons which we had deduced, re- 
oulate many things which are doubtfull 
in the practice of this Art ; for there 
are ſome which hold, that we muſt not, 
ſtop at the inſpection of the Hands z 
and that that of the Feet is alſo neceſſa;; 
ry ; that the left Hand ought to be con4 

idered in women, and of thoſe who are 
born in the night; and the right in men, 
and of thoſe who are born by day : Bur 
the advantages which the Hands have 
above the Feet clearly ſhow that thein- 
ſpetion of theſe is altogether uſeleſs, 
and that there 1s to be ſeen in the Hands 
411 what can be expected from this kinde 
of 
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of knowledge. Moreover, the right 
Hand being more noble then the left, in 
what ſenſe {oever it be, and at what time 
ſoever we are born, ought to be more 
conſidered then this , principally for 
what concerns the Heart, the Liyer, and 
the Brain, which have moſt communi- 
cation with it ; but the left carries it be- 
yond the other in reſpect of the Spleen 
and the other parts which are on the 
ſame fide, by reaſon of that power 
which rectitude hath in thoſe encoun- 
ters, Finally, what we have faid of the 
length, breadth and depth,affords cauſes 
for that diverſity which is to be found in 
the lines ; for thoſe which are {1mple 
ſhew that the vertue is weak, the 
length being the firſt eſſay it makes ; 
thoſe which are croſſed witneſs that its 
ſtronger, being extended in breadth , 
and that it hath performed its laſt en- 
deavour in thoſe which are deep, Bur 
I am not awares, thatT in(enſ1bly enter 
into the particularities of thoſe things 


which Iintended to avoidzI fear even leaſt 
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I have too much explicated my (elf on 
the generals,and leſt I ſhould make ſome 
beleeve by the certainty I which find in 
them, that I give the ſame credit to 
particulars; yet am 1 very far from thar 
thought, I doindeed lay the foun lari- 
on of a Science which ſeems to me ſuf- 
ficiently ſolid, but Ido not finde mate- 
rials to finiſh the building : for the 
greateſt part of theſe Rules and Preceps 
whereof the ſtructure is to be made are 
not well eſtabliſhed, the experiences 
which maintain them are not ſufficiently 
verified, an41 we had need of anew pro- 
viſion of obſervations, which ought to 
be made with all neceſſary exatneſs and 
certainty, to give 1t ſuch a form and ſo- 
lidity as Art and Science require, But 
whenceſhould this be expected,(incethat 
thoſe who could do it, would not em- 
ploy themſelves therein? and when 


' thould we hope for it, ſince there is fo 


much to be done, and ſo much dirhcul- 
ty inthe well doing thereof * 
Yet were there any who would em- 


ploy 
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ploy themſelves therein, and who might 
not deſpair, but that they were able (uf- 
ficiently to provide for the expence of ſo 
great an edifice ; they will in my opi- 
njon be obliged.to you for having enga- 
oed mein maintaining their work, and 
deſigning for them the foundation 
which they were to build upon ; and 
even I dare tell you, you are alſo obli- 
ged to me, For if you confider my em- 
ployments, and my ordinary ſtudies, 
you may eaſily perceive how tar I have 
ſwerved from them to follow your in- 
Clinations, and that I could not render 
you a more aſſured proof of the friend- 
thipI have for you, then by expoſing 
my ſelf to cenſure, to fatisfie your cu- 
rioſity ; I ought not apprehend yours, 
becauſe I know it will be favourable to- 
wards me; bur I fear that of the Publick, 
from whom we muſt never expect fa- 
vour, and whoſe judgements are always 
moſt ſeyere,and ſometimes unjuſt: make 
me not theretoreappear before that rude 


Tribunal, unleſs you are very well 
. aſlured 
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aſſured that I ſhall ayoid the pnniſhment 


t | of timorous writers, and hazard not 
- - | without a great precaution that little 
> | eſteemwhich good fortune hath acqui- 


- 3} red for me, and for the preſervation. 
- {\ whereof, in my opinion, you ought to 
| intereſt your ſelf, ſince you know that 
I am, 


+ | a 
| 
4 From Pars Tyuy moſs humble and moſt 


* this firſt of 


| "—_ affettonate Servant, 
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